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February 6, 2024

Opelousas Downtown Development District
Attn: Mrs. Lena Charles, Board Chair

5367 1-49 S. Service Rd

Opelousas, LA 70570

Dear Chairwoman,

After careful consideration and in response to the concerns voiced by our residents, we have
decided to postpone the construction start date of the Donald Gardner Stadium Renovation to the
first week of December 2024.

By shifting the construction start date, we ensure that our area students experience the least amount
of inconvenience and that the businesses in that area can reap the economic benefit of having top
tier LHSAA football games played in Opelousas. It will also allow us to showcase the Cities’
overall commitment to “Tiger/Viking Pride” and excellence.

This decision reflects the City of Opelousas commitment to balancing progress with the well-being
of our schools, our student athletes, our businesses, and our community. As we move forward, rest
assured that the refurbishment of the Donald Gardner Stadium remains a top priority, and we are
committed to ensuring that the process is executed efficiently and with the least disruption to all
community stakeholders.

Please know that we truly value our partnership with the ODD and that your patience and
cooperation during this time is greatly appreciated. We look forward to continuing to grow our
collaboration efforts as we continue to build a stronger, more vibrant Opelousas.
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